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GEAR FEAR.
Chris Curtis.

During my usual browsing of YouTube videos
relating to all things ropes, I came across a video
of a guy who disliked the Petzl Tibloc (Photo 1)
because of how it tears the sheath when highly
loaded. He was pushing for everyone to stay with
prusiks.

After reading through the comments, this guy
created huge gear fear of Tiblocs in one fowl
SWOOop.

One of the comments read and I quote: “I’m
removing my Tibloc tomorrow!” Others were
saying “if it works why change it? (Staying with
prusiks)”

By this rational, if we all stayed with prusiks, then
there wouldn’t be a single rope grab/ascender on
the market and we would still be riding around on
horse drawn carts instead of driving cars. Some
people just don’t like change.

The biggest problem with the video was that it
didn’t put the entire system into perspective. Yes
the Tibloc and every other toothed ascender, will
strip the sheath at a certain load, which varies
depending on the rope diameter and rope
condition, but it is well above normal operating
loads if used correctly.

One pull test video I found showed that a Tibloc
used on 11mm diameter rope stripped the sheath at
9.75kN (994 kg). That’s more load than I would
ever want to put on any rope system! The ropes
core still didn’t break though, so the load was still
being held!

Here is where it gets more interesting. Let’s
assume that we did see those kinds of loads, we
could be overloading many other parts of the

system. A typical aluminium carabiner has a
minimum breaking strain (MBS) of, for example,
22kN (2243kg). All manufacturers state not to
exceed 25% of the MBS, which equates to 5.5kN
(561kg). So you can see that we should now also
be concerned with overloading the carabiners! The
rope strength also needs to be taken into account
too as well as every other part of the system.

If stripping the sheath is really of concern then a
rope grab that doesn’t have the teeth can be used,
such as the Petzl Shunt (Photo 2). Devices like this
are designed to take small shock loads and will
slip above a certain load.

The Shunt starts to slip at around 300kg (very
approximate) so it acts as a load limiter and will
minimise damage to the rope.

This Tibloc story above is just one example of
how a lack of knowledge has created gear fear.

The point I am trying to make is, do your research,
read the technical information from the
manufacturer (Figure 1, 2), or ask someone in the
know.

Every piece of gear has its limitations and as long
as it’s used within those limitations you shouldn’t
have a problem. Look at every part of the system
and not focus on just one part.

Manufacturers put huge amounts of resources into
designing & testing gear before being released to
the public and also must comply with strict
standards.

If you have read this far without falling asleep,
thank you for reading, and I hope you got
something out of this article.
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Photo 1: New (Left) and old (right),
Petzl Tibloc ascenders. Photo: Chris Curtis.

hoto 1: The Petzl Shunt as
Photo: Chris Curtis.
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3 year guarantee / Garantie 3 ans

TIBLOC ’
C€oos2 55‘0

Ultralight emergency ascender
Bloqueur ultraléger de secours

@% 8<< 11 mm @

EN567:2013  UIAA

J

A WARNING / ATTENTION

Activities involving the use of this Les activités impliquant 'utilisation de cet
equipment are inherently dangerous.  équipement sont par nature dangereuses.
You are responsible for your own Vous étes responsable de vos actes,
actions and decisions. de vos décisions et de votre sécurité.
Before ushg his equipment, you must:
- Read and unck d fions for
Use dl Ilﬁls:ﬂm

spe(xﬂovennglnn proper use. - Vous former spécifiquement a l'utiisation de cet

A dulise et éaiprment s e

Become acquainted with Its capablliies: équipament.
dﬂd i"lMlK)"s - Vous famillariser apprendre
- Understand and accept the risks acxxmmesapervmmetseshm
ivolved. - Comprencie et acoepler les fiscues indlifs.
FAILURE TO HEED ANY LE NON-RESPECT D'UN SEUL
OF THESE WARNINGS DE CES AVERTISSEMENTS PEUT
MAY RESULT IN SEVERE ETRE LA CAUSE DE BLESSURES
INJURY OR DEATH. ‘GRAVES OU MORTELLES.

o

7

12kN

b

D

1 Field of application
@ Champ d’application

Nomenclature

TECHNICAL NOTICE TIBLOC

Traceability and markings / Tragabilité et marquage

aC€ aos |fa

APAVE SUDEUROPE SAS | | &4

8 rue Jean-Jacques Vemazza P
Z.A.C. Saumaty-Séon - CS 60193

13322 Marseille CEDEX 16 France n

o i F1 % Q

Other languages _ Technical tips
Autres langues  Conseils techniques. Fiche e com EPI

) @ | @) @
.
PETZL
FR-38920 Crolles 100%
Cidex 105A (J‘ Sustaining our Community 9%
PETZL.COM Au service de la Communauté é K )
-

18O 9001 .Fandatian FONDATION-PETZL.ORG
© Petzl

Latest version
Derniére version

Warning symbols
Panneaux d'alertes

3 Inspection, points to verify
l Contréle, points a vérifier

AN

& PPE checking %
(Q Verification EPI N
PETZL.COM : &@

4 Compatibility gext part)
Ml Compatibilité (partie texte)

B0O0O3900D (030522)

1

Figure 1: Petzl Technical Notice for the Tibloc ultralight emergency ascender, page 1.
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5 Function principle and test Installing the TIBLOC B Hauling
M Principe et test de fonctionnement Mise en place du TIBLOC # Mouflage

f

12 cm maxi
@3 mm

S

Configuration A Configuration B

Ascending the rope )
Remontée sur corde Ascending the rope

Remontée sur corde

Precautions for use
Précautions d'utilisation

TECHNICAL NOTICE TIBLOC BOOO3900D (030522) ?

Figure 2: Petzl Technical Notice for the Tibloc ultralight emergency ascender, page 2.
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